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MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE AND TOXICOLOGY. 

CC. Poisoning by Tinctura Ferri Chlondi. —Mr. J. W. Warbcrton relates 
[Lancet. Jan. 2,1869) a case of this in a women, aged 30, in rather delicate health, 
who. after a quarrel with her husband, swallowed an ounce of the tinctura ferri 
chloridi with a view to commit suicide. She continued well for a quarter of an 
hour, when violent convulsions of the whole body came on. When seen by Mr. 
W., a short time afterwards, she was lying on a sofa; face somewhat flushed; 
eyes injected; pulse small and accelerated; unable to speak, and apparently 
unconscious. A little raustard-and-water had been given her without effect. 
Another spasm soon came on. during which the body was much contorted; the 
muscles of the extremities contracted violently, and the teeth were clenched and 
ground together. She required to be restrained upon the couch, and her hold 
upon those near her could not be unloosed until the spasm suddenly ceased. 
She then appeared free from pain, but was only partially conscious, and con- 
tinned unable to speak. After some little difficulty in opening the mouth, she 
was given a sulphate-of-zinc emetic, with plenty of warm water. As this did 
not act, and the spasms recurred, in the next interval it was repeated, this time 
tickling the fauces with a feather. Copious vomiting ensued, of a clear, reddish- 
yellow fluid, evidently containing a considerable amount of tincture of iron, with 
a little mucus. The duration of the attacks was about two minntes, that of the 
intervals three. After the vomiting, immediate relief was experienced; no 
more spasms came on, and she rapidly recovered the use of her faculties and 
limbs. Half an hour after the sickness she had an attack of diarrhoea, with 
black stools, which soon ceased. At 0.30 P. M. the patient felt quite well, with 
the exception of some soreness and stiffness of the limbs. 

Mr. W. attributes the symptoms of irritant poisoning to the free hydrochloric 
acid present in this tincture. 

G7. Homicide by Manual Strangulation, Causing Fracture of the Cricoid 
Cartilage .—By Oliver Pemberton, Esqr., Surg. to Gen. Hospital, and Prof, 
or burgery in Queen’s Coll., Birmingham. The question, in a medico-legal 
point of view, as to whether certain injuries to the larynx, leadiug to fracture, 
in its cartilages, and causing death, were of a homicidal or an accidental origin, 
has been, and may yet be, of the greatest importance in its determination. 

" lien I was engaged in the case that forms the subject of this record. I had 
not read the article by Dr. Charles ‘Wilson, 1 nor that by Dr. Alexander Kciller. 3 
1 was, therefore, glad to find that I had arrived by independent means at similar 
conclusions to theirs. These conclusions were :— 

1. '1 hat falls in which the larynx came violently against the edge of a hard 
body were unlikely to produce fracture; and that admitting the possibility of 
this mode or origin, then the effects of the mischief would be more discernible 
on the internal rather than the external aspect of the tube; and that, further, 
there was no imminence of death from such an injury. 

2. That the sustained grip of a powerful human hand, in the face of the 
existence of osseous change in the larynx, was fully adequate to cause death 
“by inducing fracture iu one or more of the cartilages—by speedy suffoca¬ 
tion; and that the post-mortem appearances consequent would, iu the distinct¬ 
ness and peculiarity of their features, enable the medical witness to speak with 
certainty on the matter. 

The observations of the authorities I have alluded to are so complete, that I 
refer all who may be interested to the papers themselves, being desirous, here, 
of simply pointing out one or two circumstances that are inseparable from 
this particular instance of murder. 


•Case of Imputed Murder by Manual Strangulation; with Observations. 
Edinburgh Medical Journal, 1855-6, p. 2S.9. 

2 Medico-Legal Observations on Manual Strangulation and Death by External 
Violence ; with Experiments and Illustrative Cases. Idem, p. 527. 
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In ordinary cases of death by manual strangulation. the protruded tongue 
and livid distorted features mark the struggle that has taken place, whilst 
varying amounts of extravasation amidst the muscles and within the linin'* 
membrane of the larynx are discoverable on dissection. 

It is probable that robbery, and not mnrder. formed the programme of this 
undertaking. Whoever it was who seized the unfortunate woman, dropped at 
once with a forefinger and thumb on the situation of the cricoid cartilage, which 
must have broken with the first squeeze, and so led to death with hardly a 
struggle. Certainly the appearances of the mouth and tongue preclude "the 
notion of any violence having been used there, though it is highly probable that 
the injury to the nose resulted from the pressure of her assailant’s other hand. 

The complete absence of extravasation everywhere but immediately about 
the seat of fracture, and the very limited amount that had been produced even 
there, together with the very slight change that was discernible inside, fairly led 
to the conclusion that the "hand never wandered from the brittle ring, "that 
afforded such unusual facilities for compression as evidently to excite the sur¬ 
prise of the man himself. 

By the directions of Dr. J. B. Davies, the coroner for this borough, on Satur- 
day, the 25th of January, 18G8,1 examined the body of Miss Mary Milbourn, 
at her residence, 241, Ileneage-strect, in the presence of Mr. Samuel Lloyd, 
surgeon of Aslited-row. Miss Milbourn was a maiden lady, aged sixty, residin'* 
alone, and was supposed to have money in her house. On the evening of the 
previous Tuesday, the 21st, at about'half-past six, the police, on information 
received that a woman had been murdered, entered the house through an open 
back door. At the top of some stone steps, leading down to the cellar. Miss 
Milbourn was found lying on her back, her head resting on the second step. 
She was quite warm, but lifeless. The body was brought into the front room 
and laid upon a bed. 

Eighty-eight hours after death the body was fresh. There was marked livi- 
dity of the middle third of the nose; underneath this there was extravasated 
blood, the nasal cartilages being partially torn from the bones, and the entire nose 
pushed to the right side. The lips were pale, the month placidly closed; there 
were no marks of violence about the gums, the tongue, or the inside of the 
mouth. On the anterior aspect of the neck, extending from the jaws to the 
upper part of the sternum, there was marked lividity, changing here and there 
to a slight greenish hue, from decomposition. On cutting into the muscles of 
this region there was no extravasation or blood, but the thyroid body, which 
was large, appeared congested. On closer examining the larynx, its cricoid 
cartilage was seen to be broken on the left side, and around the broken part 
was extravasated blood. The larynx having been removed for minuter exami¬ 
nation, it was apparent that the fracture in the cricoid cartilage completely 
traversed the width of the ring, running in an angular direction, the point of 
the angle jutting out, and being directed towards the middle line, from which it 
was distant not more than a few lines. The broken portion of the cartilage 
was not detached, being continuous by its base with the remainder of the ring. 
The structure of this cartilage was ossified in a marked degree ; but the same 
was not so noticeable as regarded the thyroid. There was blood effased about 
the crico-thyroid muscle, near the fracture, and about the adjacent cellular 
membrane. Inside, the mucous lining was uninjured: but the submucous tissue, 
for a small space corresponding to the fracture, was infiltrated with blood. The 
appearance of the lungs and of the contents of the cavities of the heart were 
such as are usually found in deaths by suffocation. The vessels of the brain 
were congested.— Lancet, May 22,186*9. 



